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In the Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended): An apparatus for automatically opening a swinging door A 

the apparatus comprising: 

an actuator furth e r comprising having at least one proximity sensor for detecting 
at least one proximity zone corr e spond i ng to indiv i dua l i con i c i nstructions comprising a 
disp l ay ; 

a display operable with the actuator, the display providing an iconic instruction for 
an individual to perform an affirmative action so as to cause the at least one proximity 
sensor to activate the actuator: 

a control unit in electronic communication with said the actuator; and 
a power assisted drive mechanism in electronic communication with said the 
control unit A wherein said the power assisted drive mechanism operates to open said 
the door through tho rovorso activation of a conventional door closer. 

2. (Currently Amended): The automatic door opening apparatus of claim 1 A 
wherein the at least one proximity d e t e ctor sensor detects the proximity of an individual. 

3. (Currently Amended): The automatic door opening apparatus of claim 1 a 
wherein the prox i mity d e t e ctor display provides iconic instructions to an individual based 
on the proximity of the individual to said the at least one proximity detector sensor . 

4. (Currently Amended): The automatic door opening apparatus of claim 3 A 
wherein the proxim i ty display provides an audible signal based on the proximity of the 
individual to the actuator. 


Claim 5 (Canceled) 
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6. (Currently Amended): The automatic door opening apparatus of claim S-t, 
wherein said the affirmative action comprises waving a hand proximate to the at least 
one proximity d e t e ctor sensor . 

7. (Currently Amended): The automatic door opening apparatus of claim 1 A 
wherein the at least one proximity detector sensor is of atja sufficient distance from said 
an inwardly swinging door to prevent the individual from impeding the an opening of the 
inwardly swinging door. 

8. (Currently Amended): A method of automatically opening an i nward a swinging 
rostroom doo r, the method comprising: comprising th o ut il ization of: 

operating an actuator further comprising having a proximity sensor and a display , 
having a plura li ty of proximity zonos corresponding to ind i v i dua l i conic instructions 
compr i sing a display; a control unit in electronic communication with said the actuator A 
and a power assisted drive mechanism in electronic communication with said the 
control unit, wherein said power assisted drive mechanism operates to automatically 
open said a door through th e r e v e rs e activation of a conv e nt i ona l door closer wh e r e by 
tho sw i ng i ng r e stroom door i s opened automat i ca ll y; 

providing an iconic instruction for an individual to perform an affirmative action so 
as to cause the door to automatically open, wherein the affirmative action includes 
waving a hand proximate the sensor: and 

automatically opening the door using the power assisted drive mechanism 
responsive to the affirmative action . 

9. (Currently Amended): The method of claim 8 , comprising the detecting of an 
individual by whoroin the proximity sensor dotocts tho proximity of an i ndividual . 
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1 0. (Currently Amended): The method of claim 8 . further providing wher ei n th e 
proxim i ty sonsor display prov i d e s an audible signal based on the proximity of the 
individual to the actuator. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended): The method of claim 10 A whoro i n said actuator 
provides further providing an iconic instruction for an individual not to touch the 
proximity detector. 

Claims 12 and 13 (Cancelled) 

14. (Currently Amended): The method of claim 8 , further comprising positioning 
whoro i n the actuator i s in a l ocation suff i cient to for preventing the individual from 
impeding the opening of said the door. 

15. (Currently Amended): An actuator comprising: 

a proximity sensor capab le of for detecting the a presence of an individual in at 
least one proximity zone and further compris i ng , wherein the at least one proximity 
zone is within a preset distance for an individual from the proximity sensor: 

a display operable with the proximity sensor, the display providing at least one 
i ndividual iconic instruction corresponding to saM the at least one proximity zone A 
wherein the at least one iconic instruction includes an affirmative action to be performed 
by the individual, and wherein the affirmative action activates a control unit for sending 
an electronic signal to a power assisted drive mechanism for engaging a door opening 
mechanism, thereby allowing the door opening mechanism to control a speed of 
movement for the door. 
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Claim 16 (Canceled) 

17. (Currently Amended): The actuator of claim 4€ -1 5, wherein the at least one 
proximity zone comprises first and second proximity zones, and wherein an individual's 
presence in a the first zone initiates an iconic signal to draw an individual's attention to 
and not touch sa i d actuator the proximity sensor . 

18. (Currently Amended): The actuator of claim 17 A wherein an individual's 
presence in a the second zone initiates an iconic signal instructing a« the individual to 
make an affirmative action in proximity to said actuator the proximity sensor . 

1 9. (Currently Amended): The actuator of claim 45 1JL. wherein an individual's 
presence in any of -said the first and second proximity zones initiates an audible signal. 

Claim 20 (Canceled) 

21. (New): The automatic door opening apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
the control unit is programmed for signaling a ceasing of operation of the door. 

22. (New): The method of claim 8, comprising signaling a ceasing of operation of 
the door responsive to a signal from the control unit. 

23. (New): An apparatus for automatically opening a swinging door, the 
apparatus comprising: 

an actuator having at least one proximity sensor for detecting at least one 
proximity zone, wherein the at least one proximity sensor detects the proximity of an 
individual; 
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a display operable with the actuator, the display providing an iconic instruction for 
an individual to perform an affirmative action so as to cause the at least one proximity 
sensor to activate the actuator, wherein the display provides iconic instructions to an 
individual based on the proximity of the individual to the at least one proximity sensor, 
and wherein the display provides an audible signal based on the proximity of the 
individual to the actuator; 

a control unit in electronic communication with the actuator; and 
a power assisted drive mechanism in electronic communication with the control 
unit, wherein the power assisted drive mechanism operates to open the door through 
activation of a conventional door closer. 

24. (New): An actuator comprising: 

a proximity sensor for detecting a presence of an individual in at least one 
proximity zone, wherein the at least one proximity zone is within a preset distance for an 
individual from the proximity sensor, and wherein the at least one proximity zone 
comprises at least first and second proximity zones, and wherein an individual's 
presence in the first zone initiates an iconic signal to draw an individual's attention to the 
proximity sensor; and 

a display operable with the proximity sensor, the display providing at least one 
iconic instruction corresponding to the at least one proximity zone, wherein the at least 
one iconic instruction includes an affirmative action to be performed in proximity to the 
proximity sensor by the individual, and wherein the affirmative action activates a control 
unit for sending an electronic signal to a power assisted drive mechanism for engaging 
a door opening mechanism, thereby allowing the door opening mechanism to control a 
speed of movement for the door. 


